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Q. And on the Palestinian front, those spe-
cial facts have kept the peace process from
moving forward.

The President. Yes.
Q. And it’s hard to combat that in a month.
The President. But I think Barak actu-

ally—this deal that he made for new elec-
tions, early elections, and the other guys real-
ly didn’t want to go right now, I think it opens
a new avenue. And they are obviously work-
ing—they’re obviously trying hard, both of
them are, to bring this intifada under control
now, I think.

Q. And then you step in.
Press Secretary Jake Siewert. We’ve got

to go.
The President. I can’t tell you—let me

just say this: I’m working hard on this. I al-
ways have, and I always will.

Q. Thank you, sir. You should have been
in Tallahassee. It’s unbelievable. You just
can’t believe what’s going on there.

The President. Well, when this is all over,
we’ll have a conversation about it. But right
now I need to be the President. [Laughter]

NOTE: The interview began at 3:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 28. In his remarks, the President
referred to Vo Viet Thanh, chairman, People’s
Committee, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; Presi-
dent Tran Duc Luong, Prime Minister Phan Van
Khai, and General Secretary Le Kha Phieu of
Vietnam; civil rights activist Rev. Jesse Jackson;
President-elect George W. Bush; Bill Gertz, re-
porter, Washington Times; former Los Alamos
National Laboratory scientist Wen Ho Lee;
‘‘Crossfire’’ cohosts Bill Press and Mary Matalin;
former President Nelson Mandela of South Africa;
former Senator John Glenn; and Prime Minister
Ehud Barak of Israel. The interview was con-
ducted by reporters David Sanger, Todd Purdum,
Marc Lacey, Robin Toner, and Jane Perlezof. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this interview.

Memorandum on Funding for
International Financial Institutions
and Other International
Organizations and Programs
December 27, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000-08

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
523 of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 2001 (Public Law 106-
429)

Pursuant to section 523 of the Foreign Op-
erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2001 (Public Law
106-429), I hereby certify that withholding
from international financial institutions and
other international organizations and pro-
grams funds appropriated or otherwise made
available pursuant to that Act is contrary to
the national interest.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 28. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this memorandum.

Remarks Announcing the Global
Food for Education Initiative
December 28, 2000

The President. Good morning, everyone;
please be seated. First, I want to thank Sen-
ator Dole and Senator McGovern for joining
me and for their leadership. I thank Senator
Dorgan and Senator Leahy for being here;
Representatives Hall and McGovern; Cath-
erine Bertini, the Executive Director of the
U.N. World Food Programme; Jacques
Diouf, Director-General of the U.N. Food
and Agriculture Organization; Sven
Sandstrom, the Acting President of the


